Two Dominic´s:  A Journey of Healing and Hope
Two Dominic´s have influenced our lives especially in the events of this Chapter but most significantly those of the past few days.  We recall that one Dominic was from the House of Guzman, the second from the House of Renouard.  Both touched the lives of our brothers, our sisters and the many people who came to them for healing and hope.

Throughout his life´s journey, Dominic Guzman cared for his brothers with dignity and compassion, by covering them in the cold of the night when their blankets slipped away, by healing the sick, by gathering to himself and his brothers all those who lost their way. He was ¨a father and consoler to the sick and those in distress.¨1
Dominique Renouard journeyed a similar path among many of us by caring for the brothers, (Masters and Provincials too!), by healing those who experienced brokenness and pain, always in a spirit of compassion, generosity, gentleness and caring.  As a ¨consoler to the sick and those in distress¨ he too touched the lives of all of us. 
On Sunday, July 29th at the Ordination of eight of our Colombian brothers, I was sitting across the aisle from a young mother and her young son.  He was probably not more than eight years of age.  His head was without any hair, his skin carried the discolored tone of a person with cancer, and he wore a mask on his face, likely to protect him from acquiring an infectious disease.  He was a sick child.
As the concelebrants exited the Sanctuary, Dominique looked at the boy with his typical elegant smile. As he came closer the eyes of both gazed at one another.  Dominique paused,   touched the head of the boy and made the sign of the cross on the child´s head.  The boy became still and continued to stare at Dominique, utterly transfixed, and remained that way for a long time after he had passed by.  
I believe this encounter was an authentic Dominican moment where the lives of two Dominic´s, as ¨consolers to the sick and those in distress¨, came together offering healing and hope – a dramatic example of how the Dominique we all knew and loved, touched the life of another one more time just a few hours before God called him to Himself.

May the Digitus Dei continue to be with us in this General Chapter of Bogota as we renew our lives and our mission.  May the Holy Spirit inspire and energize all of us as brothers and sisters of the Dominican Family to live and share the incredible and immeasurable treasure that is the universal mission of our Order, usque ad mortem, with the same authentic fervor as did Dominic Guzman and Dominique Renouard.  
May he and all the deceased brothers and sisters of our Dominican Family rest in the hands of our Loving Father.   
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1Process of Canonization, MOPH XVI p. 178, n.3.
